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ought to know about its missionary work 
in India. 


€@ Avery small proportion of the mem- 
bers of our Church in America know even 
the outstanding facts about our. missionary 
work in this land. | 


@ It is not boastfulness to’ show how 
the work there has prospered in comparison 
with other parts of our world-field. ©The 
people who invest their money in that work, 
and the Missionary Society which sends its 
missionaries to that field, have a right to 
know whether the work is as successful 
as in other parts of the world or not. 


€ This statement is prepared just to 
let our friends know the real extent to 
which the work has grown, in order to 
encourage them in their generous support of 
the Gospel in that great land, and to ex- 
press our thanks to the Heavenly Father 
for the great blessing which He has poured. 
upon our labor and laborers here. | 
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@ This printed statement is not meant 
for publication, for its publication might 
be taken as an effort to institute invidious 
comparisons or belittle the good work which 
has been done on other mission fields of our 


Church. 


@> The figures quoted here are taken 
from the 1911 Report of the Board. of 
Foreign Missions of our Church, which is 
the latest one available. 


@ Numbers are not everything, of 
course, but it is reasonable to suppose that 
- along with numbers we have as sound and 
thorough work as. the missionaries of our 
Church are capable of building up. 


@. Like all lands, India has its weak 
points as well as its strong ones, and those 
‘who know most about India and the world- 
field, persist in thinking that it is not only 
the most fruitful of all our mission fields 
but also in many respects the most remark- 
able and the most promising. 


@ This statement is drawn up by the 
General Secretary of the Epworth League 
for India, who holds himself responsible 
for the absolute accuracy of every figure 
quoted. | 
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ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST. 


I,.—CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY. 


The greatest ingatherings of the Christian . 
Church since the days of the early Church 
have been witnessed in India. In this work 
of grace our Mission has shared in a way 
so remarkable that the Christian community 
of our Southern Asia field) numbers over 
260,000. These are the figures published 
at the recent Central Conference for this 
field, and bring us up to October 3] st, 
1911. As this is a year in advance of the 
figures available for the rest of the world, 
we must go back to the figures as reported 
at the end of 1910 in order to see how our 
community compares with the rest of the 
fields in the world. 

The Philippine Islands and Malaysia 
are included in Southern Asia as_ the field 
is now constituted, but neither of these has 
any vital connection with our work in 
India, and in order to make our compari- 
son with a homogeneous area, India proper 
is here taken as the basis of comparison. 

The Christian community of our Metho- 
dist mission in India, at the end of 1910 
numbered 148,598 souls. This includes 
probationers as well as full members. The 
total Christian community of the rest of 
our world mission field numbered at that 
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sarce time 115,798, omitting only Europe 
and Mexico. 


The rest (Except Europe and Mexico. y 


: “i eDiaged No. |, showing comparison in 
. Christian community). 


EF <7 BAPTISMS, 


eapit Patooat re a pupick is growing 
is always accepted as one of the chief 
evidences of vitality. When there are 
fewer baptisms on one field than on an- 
other, we do not for a moment suppose 
that it is due to Poorer work or less faith- 
fulness on the part of our missionaries in 
that place, but it certainly does indicate 
that the field is not so seat brs or fruitful. 
India.has been the most fruitful land in 
all the. history of our Iiedane During 
the year which ended on the 3lst of 
October 1910, there were in India (ex- 
clusive of Malaysia and the Philippines) 
22,276 baptisms. . This is a large num- 
ber, but it becomes most reinayk die when. 
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we know that the total number of all the 
baptisms in the rest of our world mission 


field (here including’ both Europe and 
Mexico) were only 14,289. 


India 


; (ane ray of our world-field. 


(Diagram No. 2, showing comparison 
in annual baptisms). 


II].—NUMBER UNDER INSTRUCTION. 


But it is not only necessary to baptize 
people, you must care for them afterwards 
and educate them. For this reason it is 
of interest to ask ‘* What are the total 
number of people under instruction? ”’ 
Here again India makes a good showing. 
The latest report of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of our Church shows that the 
number under instruction in India is 39,959, 
which again excludes Malaysia and the 
Philippines. The figures for the rest of 
our world-field, with the exception of Europe 
and Mexico, are 37,121. This means that 
more than half the whole number of the 
young people of our Church in the fields 
concerned is to-day being educated, trained 
and equipped in the Bahbels of our Church 
in India. 


ibe aus (OnaiGeahinen and one ) 


(Diagram No. 3, showing comparison in 
number under instruction. ) | 


IV.—SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHOLARS. 


At no point does the wisdom of mission 
work become more apparent than in the 
matter of the religious work done specific- 
ally for the young. The Sunday School 
and the Epworth League speak significant 
things. Unfortunately, there are no figures 
for the other fields with regard to Epworth 
League work, but it is most encouraging 
to know that there are in India proper about 
22,000 Epworth Leagers. For Sunday 
School work the figures are available for 
every part of the world. ‘They show one of 
the most striking comparisons possible. We 
find that India alone has 165,019 en- 
rolled in her Methodist Sunday Schools, 
while the rest. of our world-field, again 
omitting Europe and Mexico, has only 
77,256. Ifthe figures for Europe and 
Mexico be added to the rest, we have 
171,436, or only about 6,000 more than 


lodia alone. 


» 


The rest (Omitting Mexico and Europe.) 


(Diagram No. 4, showing comparison 


in Sunday School work.) 


V.—TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS ON THE 
FIELD. 


The commonest criticism of our work in 
India is that the people donot support their 
own work liberally enough. It is unkind 
to make a criticism of this. kind concerning 
the poorest of all lands in which we work, 
but in addition this, it is a misstatement. 
The last report of the Board of Foreign 
Missions shows that the total amount con- 
tributed on the field in India during the 
year under review was $100,938. The 
totals for the rest of the world-field, ex- 
cepting Europe and Mexico, are $159,942. 

In this matter India does stand at.a great 
disadvantage as compared with Europe, 
Mexico or South America, whichare vastly 
richer lands, and have a different kind of 
membership. When compared with Eastern 
countries, India does not need to be ashamed. 

The amount collected for self-support in 
India may not be as large in proportion as 
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one might expect, but in the aggregate is three 
times as much as in the next’ largest field 
of our Church in the Eastern continents, 
and shows that as a Church on this field 
we are not lacking ‘‘in this grace’’ either. 
With the efforts which are now being 
made to put our Church on a tithing basis, 
we hope to do much better in the matter 
of self-support in the near future. Still, 
itmust always be remembered that India 
is a land of poverty of the most abject 
kind, for which it is no more fair to 
bMme it than for the famines which have 
been so frequent. : 


Another very interesting thing is that a 
dollar invested in India goes much further 
in producing results than in any other of our 
foreign fields. Conditions in this land are 
such that work can be carried on economic- 
ally, and foreign money invested shows 
relatively much larger results. This is not 
a matter for which missionaries in India 
take any credit, but it is among the truths 
about India. 


Yes friends, you who give and we who 
labor have every reason to be thankful for 
what has been done by our Mission in 
India, and we know that you will continue 
to support our work in this vast region by 
your money and your prayers. 


